
To:  Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council    

From:  Paul A. Hofmann, City Manager 

Date:  June 24, 2022 

Subject: Weekly Memo, June 20 – June 24, 2022     

=========================================================================================== 

Personnel Updates 

Ms. Fabiola De Carvalho, director of Engineering, obtained the Asset Management Professional 
Certificate on June 21, 2022. She is now part of the International Institute of Asset Management 
reviewers’ team and can be selected to review other professionals’ work around the world. 

Interns at City Hall 

We have two interns from BISD working at City Hall this summer. Robert (Tristan) McBeth is assigned to 
the City Manager’s office, and John Eden is working with the Information Technology Department. They 
are both bright young men and we are enjoying the time spent with them.  

Upcoming Training  

Below are future training opportunities. If you are interested in attending any of the trainings, please 
notify the City Secretary and she will take care of registration for you. 
 

TML Budget and Tax Rate Workshops 
Date: June 30, 2022  
Time: 8:30 am – 2:30 pm 
Location: Bastrop 
 
TML-TAMCC Newly Elected City Officials’ Orientation 
Date: August 11, 2022 - August 12, 2022 
Time: All Day 
Location: San Antonio 
 
Plan for disposition of TCEQ violation 

On or about May 23, 2022, the City received a Proposed Agreed Order from the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) in relation to alleged wastewater permit discharge violations. The City’s 
Public Works staff, in coordination with the City Attorney’s office, submitted a Supplemental 
Environmental Project (SEP) proposal (attached) to TCEQ on June 21, 2022. If the SEP is approved, it 
would allow the City to allocate funds which would directly benefit the City, in lieu of paying fines to the 
State. Attached is the Final Bastrop Compliance SEP Application and Enclosures. 
 
Stakeholder Meeting Monday  

The quarterly stakeholders meeting was held on Monday, June 20, 2022 at Film Alley. The meetings 
provide an opportunity to engage in community-wide conversations and network on how to collaborate 
and support events in Bastrop. Heidi Little, the Corporate and Community Events Manager for Schulman 

https://www.tml.org/Calendar.aspx?EID=274&month=2&year=2022&day=20&calType=0


Theatres, talked about utilizing Film Alley’s event spaces and partnership opportunities. Linda Quiroz 
with Bastrop County Cares walked through the Cares website, encouraging attendees to utilize it for any 
volunteer needs. Special Events Manager Kathy Danielson provided information on how to get special 
event insurance locally, and Community Impact Manager Candice Butts spoke about the monthly 
community engagement series and newsletter. The group discussed upcoming events and partnership 
opportunities. Pizza and bowling were provided to promote engagement.  

Community Engagement Newsletter 

Please find the attached City’s second community engagement newsletter which will be sent out 
Monday, June 27, 2022. The included questions are attached.  

Volunteer Fair 

The City will host a Volunteer Fair on July 14, 2022, from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm at City Hall to recruit board 
members for the City’s Board & Commissions, as well as volunteers to general City engagement 
initiatives. 

 

Board Chair Luncheon 

Mayor Schroeder hosted a luncheon for the chairs of our boards and commissions on Tuesday, July 21.  
The well-attended event covered our plans for the October 3 Board and Commission Banquet. The 
attendees also received an update on current city activities, an overview of the Council focus areas, and 
our communication and messaging foundation. There was great discussion about the important role of 
our citizen boards, and how they positively reflect a positive image of the city. Attendees also encouraged 
the City to make this an annual event.   
 
Special Events  

Bastrop Sports Cards & Collectibles Show 

Come to the Bastrop Convention Center for two days of this special themed show, the largest show in 
Central Texas with 175+ tables, and don’t forget to bring the kids. People can browse and purchase 
collectibles: sports cards, sports memorabilia, Pokémon and other card games, toys, and comics. 



Attendees can bring their own items to sell or trade to the vendors. Entry to the event is $7 for one day 
and $10 for two days.                                

2022 Bastrop Patriotic Festival 

Bastrop will turn red, white, and blue with a fun-filled schedule of activities for all ages, July 2, 2022, 
during the Bastrop Patriotic Festival at Fisherman's Park. The fun kicks off at 8:00 am with the1K Fun 
Run, RUN, White and Blue 5K, and many other fun contests during the day - plus a patriotic surprise or 
two! The Convention Center will be used for off-site parking with shuttles running to the event.  

Library News   

Week four of the summer reading program, Oceans of Possibilities brought 129 children and parents to 
LEGO Rama for creative LEGO fun. Carmen Serna hosted over 100 folks at preschool Storytime, and 
our Patriotic Shoebox Parade entries started rolling in for display next week. Statistics for the week: 726 
registrations for reading, 231 Reached the 500-minute reading goal, 542 registrations for the Community 
Adventure, 2,158 books and other materials checked out, and 1,588 people walked through the doors. 

                                      

Planning Department Customer Service Survey 

A new survey has been developed to gather feedback from customers of the Planning Department who 
have requested permits, used the City website, MyGov platform, or otherwise had interactions related to 
development services. The survey will be prominently placed on the Planning Department website, 
included in any auto-response emails generated by the MyGov system, and a one-time email blast inviting 
users to take the survey will be sent to all MyGov user/collaborator accounts that have been active in the 
last 6 months. The survey is live now, the questions can be found attached.  

Time out of Office 

I will be taking vacation days July 5 thru July 8.   
 
 

 



Future Agenda Items 

July 12, 2022 

• Ordinance amending the budget for FY 2022 
• NewGen Strategies presentation on W/WW Impact Fee 
• Impact Fee ordinance 
• City Council Rules of Procedure 
• Presentation from Organizations applying FY2022 Community Support Funding  

 
 
July 26, 2022 

• Presentation of proposed FY2023 Budget and announce public hearing 
 

Attachments 

• SEP Plan 
• Community Engagement Newsletter  
• Planning Survey  
• Email regarding TX Broadband Plan 2022 
• TML Legislative Update Number 25 
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City of Bastrop Community Newsletter
The City of Bastrop's newsletter helps keep residents and businesses
connected to all that is going on in and throughout the City. You can connect
with us and learn more about our community, cultural events, celebrations, and
important news. Keep up to date with all the exciting happenings by reading
this newsletter, visiting our website at cityofbastrop.org, and following us on our
social media channels listed at the bottom of this email. We look forward to
connecting with you!

Fireworks Prohibited in City
Limits & County Burn Ban

Fireworks are always prohibited within the Bastrop
city limits by ordinance. In addition, Judge Paul Pape
and the Bastrop County Commissioners Court have
enacted a burn ban that includes the banning of

Fiscal Year
2022 2nd
Quarter Report 

Want a status update
from a particular project
the City is working on?
Check out the Second
Quarter Report for
Fiscal Year 2022. This
report gives a status
update on all City
projects during January
through March 2022.

http://www.cityofbastrop.org
https://www.cityofbastrop.org/upload/page/0472/docs/FY 2022 Q2 Report -FINAL1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-TfztsugQ6g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pyz4aAxXUiY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZMZRhKZbSxw
https://www.cityofbastrop.org/page/lib.calendar.SRP
https://www.cityofbastrop.org/page/lib.calendar.SRP
https://www.cityofbastrop.org/page/lib.calendar.SRP
https://www.bastropcountyhistoricalsociety.com/
https://www.bastropcountyhistoricalsociety.com/
https://www.bastropcountyhistoricalsociety.com/
https://bastrop4th.com/?fbclid=IwAR0aIXxrXr0lNwVpnSy-n0MVZnjhg_jeLjr2fHwVYPZWU4Ig3HBNIs9s3C0
https://www.visitbastrop.com/event/main-event-first-friday-artwalk/2369/
https://www.cityofbastrop.org/page/city.recreation
https://www.visitbastrop.com/event/farm-street-opry/5/
https://www.cityofbastrop.org/page/lib.calendar.SRP
https://www.cityofbastrop.org/page/lib.calendar.SRP
https://www.lostpinesartcenter.org/classes/
https://corvetteinvasion.com/
https://www.lostpinesartcenter.org/programs/
https://www.cityofbastrop.org/page/lib.calendar.SRP
https://www.cityofbastrop.org/page/city.community.engagement
http://www.bastrophomecomingrodeo.org/events/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bastrop-music-festival-2022-tickets-334805300667
http://www.cityofbastrop.org


certain types of fireworks for personal use. This
county-wide ban applies to all unincorporated areas
in Bastrop County, remains in place until August 8th,
and is due to elevated fire danger as a result of
drought conditions.

Please use extreme caution during this period of
high temperatures and dry conditions. Burning is
always prohibited within the Bastrop city limits.

The possession, manufacture, storage, sale,
handling, and use of fireworks are prohibited within
the City of Bastrop as per Section 5601.1.3 of the
2018 International Fire Code adopted by city
ordinance as a protection to our community during
dry times of low humidity.

These reports are
updated and presented
to council
quar ter ly. Click the
graphic to read more.

Bastrop Citizen's Police Academy

Would you like to learn more about Bastrop Police Department? Want to help
prevent crime in your neighborhood? What about meet local patrol officers and
become familiar with PD policies and procedures?

If so, join Bastrop Police Department for the Citizen's Police Academy every
Thursday starting September 8, 2022 from 6:00pm until 8:30pm. This 10-week
course will cover topics on: 

Patrol Procedures 
Criminal Investigations
Crime Scene Processing 
Bike Patrol 
Evidence 
Animal Control 
Mock Traffic Strops
Hands On Interactions 
9-1-1/Communications 

You will learn about crime fighting programs, how your tax dollars are spent on
training and equipment, how the Department works within the City, the Citizens
Police Academy Alumni Association, and the (C.O.P.) Citizens on Patrol Program.
Above all you will learn how to become an active participant in crime prevention in
your neighborhood and the community.

For more information contact Officer McIntyre at (512)332-8610. 

Overheard At City Hall

Enjoy the official podcast of the city of Bastrop. All episodes can be found at the
links below:

Apple Podcast Spotify YouTube Facebook City Website

mailto:tmcintrye@cityofbastrop.org
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/overheard-at-city-hall/id1565255389
https://open.spotify.com/show/6VVvis8DMF38MmnP0XhvSW?si=hlFhgqeDR8GHYs_sLyt8Lw&nd=1
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=overheard+at+city+hall
https://www.facebook.com/bastroptx/
https://www.cityofbastrop.org/page/city.podcast


Bastrop's Newest Police
Officers

In this latest episode, City
Manager Paul A. Hofmann
speaks with guests Jaylen
West and Dylan Judd, two
of Bastrop’s newest Police
Officers. These officers
were Bastrop Police
Department-sponsored
cadets in CAPCOG’s
Regional Law
Enforcement Academy.

Paul goes to court

Court Administrator Kim
Walters talks with host
Paul A. Hofmann about
the ins and outs of Bastrop
Municipal Court.

Recreation Program

City Manager Paul A.
Hofmann visits with City of
Bastrop Recreation team
members Jo Everheart,
Instructor and Coach,
David Harwell, Instructor
and Coach, and Terry
Moore, Recreation
Manager. Join Paul in the
gym for this great overview
of the classes and healthy
opportunities offered by
the Recreation Program!

Events

Storytime
Wednesdays & Fridays

10:30am
Bastrop Public Library

1100 Church Street

Teen Thursday
Thursdays

4:45pm - 6:15pm
Bastrop Public Library

1100 Church Street

Coffee With Catherine
Every Wednesday

4:00pm-6:00pm
Bastrop Public Library

1100 Church Street

Chamber of Commerce
History Exhibit
July - September

Bastrop Museum & Visitor
Center

904 Main Street

Docent Tours
Every Monday

Bastrop Museum & Visitor
Center

904 Main Street

Junior Historian
Program
Saturdays

Bastrop Museum & Visitor
Center

904 Main Street



Bastrop Patriotic Festival
July 2nd

Fisherman's Park
1200 Willow Street

The Bastrop Chamber of Commerce puts on this community-wide event
annually to celebrate the 4th of July at Fisherman’s Park. An annual 5k

run begins the day and is open to runners of any age. Water
wonderland, kiddie train rides, retail vendors, and various family-friendly
activities, such as food eating contests, are available throughout the day

as well as a packed food court! The celebration is finished with live
music and the largest fireworks show in Central Texas. Check out the

schedule here.

Volunteers needed! Click the link below to volunteer.

Volunteer

Main Event - First
Friday Art Walk 

July 1st, August 5th &
September 2nd

5:00pm - 8:00pm
Main Street

City of Bastrop
Recreation Birthday

July 6th
All Day Festivities

Bastrop Recreation Center
1008 Water Street

Farm Street Opry
July 7th, August 4th, &

September 1st
(Every 1st Thursday)

7:00pm
Bastrop Convention Center

1408 Chestnut Street
$7.50 Admission

https://bastrop4th.com/festival-schedule
https://bastrop4th.com/volunteer


Story Time With A Cop
July 8th
10:30am

Bastrop Public Library
1100 Church Street

Sky Kings Falconry
July 14th
10:30am

Fisherman's Park
1200 Willow Street

Eggs Tempura Paint 
July 14th, 21st, & 28th

10:00am - Noon
Lost Pines Art Center
1204 Chestnut Street

Volunteer Fair
July 14th

4:00pm - 6:00pm
City Hall

1311 Chestnut Street

Corvette Invasion
July 15th - 17th

Bastrop Convention Center
1408 Chestnut Street

Information

Bastrop Care Benefit
Concert for Uvalde

July 17th
Lost Pines Art Center
1204 Chestnut street

LEGO Club
July 21st & September 15th
(every third Tuesday, except

August)
3:00pm

Bastrop Public Library
1100 Church Street

Our Bastrop
July 20th, August 17th, &

September 21st
Noon - 1pm

City Hall
1311 Chestnut Street

Schedule

https://corvetteinvasion.com/
https://www.cityofbastrop.org/page/city.community.engagement


Bastrop Homecoming & Rodeo
August 3rd - 6th

Mayfest Park
25 American Legion Drive

For more information, click here.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 3

Exhibition Barrel Racing

THURSDAY, AUGUST 4

6:00pm Cornhole Tournament at Showbarn- Sign-up
7:00pm Cornhole Tournament
7:30pm Rodeo Slack
8:00pm Live Music – Dustin Tolivar and the Treble Hooks

FRIDAY, AUGUST 5

7:30pm Rodeo 
9:00pm Live Music – Wyatt Ellis Band

SATURDAY, AUGUST 6

9:00am Horseshoe & Washer Tournaments Sign-up
10:00am Horseshoe & Washer Tournaments
10:00am Parade Downtown
Reunion and Sports Recognition Directly after Parade at the
Performing Arts Center
1:00pm 4-H Cake Auction at the Performing Arts Center
3:00pm Texas Hold’em Tournament Sign-up
4:00pm Texas Hold’em Tournament 
7:30pm Rodeo 
9:00pm Live Music – Deezie Brown and Jeff Haney & Barney
Sledge

http://www.bastrophomecomingrodeo.org/events/
http://www.bastrophomecomingrodeo.org/rodeo/
http://www.bastrophomecomingrodeo.org/rodeo/
http://www.bastrophomecomingrodeo.org/parade/
http://www.bastrophomecomingrodeo.org/rodeo/


The Odd Couple
Female Version

August 5th-29th
Bastrop Opera House

711 Spring Street

Tickets

Art After Dark
August 6th

6:00pm - 8:00pm
Lost Pines Art Center
1204 Chestnut Street

Movies in the Park -
Encanto

September 3rd
7:00pm - 10:00pm
Fisherman's Park
1200 Willow Street

OZ! The Musical
September 9th - 25th
Bastrop Opera House

711 Spring Street

Tickets

Bastrop Music Festival
September 22nd - 25th

Downtown Bastrop

Bastrop Music Festival is a four-day live music festival that includes
around 40 shows at venues throughout Bastrop. Shows run

simultaneously at the various venues with nighttime shows starting at
approximately 6 p.m. and ending at closing time. Daytime activities are

free and open to the public and include live music at the box office

https://buy.ticketstothecity.com/venue.php?org_id=600
https://buy.ticketstothecity.com/venue.php?org_id=600


location and free shows specifically geared toward children. A variety of
musical genres are represented in the lineup, offering something for

nearly every musical taste.

Tickets

For more events, go to www.visitbastrop.com/events/.
City Council Meetings Boards and Commissions

Recreation Bastrop Public Library

      

City of Bastrop | 1311 Chestnut Street, Bastrop, TX 78602

Unsubscribe cbutts@cityofbastrop.org
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bastrop-music-festival-2022-tickets-334805300667
http://www.visitbastrop.com/events/
https://www.cityofbastrop.org/page/cc.2022agenda
https://www.cityofbastrop.org/page/cs.boards
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https://www.youtube.com/c/btxntvonline
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Planning Department & 
Permitting Customer Survey

What type of customer best describes you?1.

Business or Property Owner

Homeowner

Contractor

Home Builder

Developer

What permit(s) did you request?2.

Enter your answer

How long did it take for you to receive your permit?3.

1 week

2 weeks

3 weeks



4 weeks

5 weeks

6 weeks or more

The turnaround timeline for my permit was reasonable and within my 
expectations:

4.

Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

The staff was knowledgeable of the City's regulations, policies, and procedures 
and I received complete answers regarding my project:

5.

Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

The staff responded to me in a timely manner (within 48 hours):6.

Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

The City uses a third-party software solution, MyGov, to track permitting, work 
orders, and citizen requests. 

Did you find your MyGov user experience satisfactory?

7.

Yes

No



If you did not find your MyGov experience satisfactory, please explain.8.

Enter your answer

Overall, I am satisfied with the services that I received:9.

Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Please suggest ways that we can improve our process.10.

Enter your answer

Please provide any additional comments or feedback.11.

Enter your answer

Please provide your contact information if you would like a follow-up on your 
survey response.

12.

Enter your answer



This content is created by the owner of the form. The data you submit will be sent to the form owner. Microsoft is not
responsible for the privacy or security practices of its customers, including those of this form owner. Never give out your
password.

Powered by Microsoft Forms | 
The owner of this form has not provided a privacy statement as to how they will use your response data. Do not provide
personal or sensitive information.
| Terms of use

Submit

Never give out your password. Report abuse

https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?linkid=866263
javascript:void(0)


 

  
Dear Texans:  

U.S. Census Bureau data indicate almost 2.8 million Texas 
households and 7 million people lack broadband access. 
Twenty three percent of Texans have limited ability to 
attend online classes, see a healthcare provider from their 
living room, fill out a job application online, start a business 
or access online marketplaces from their kitchen table. 
These barriers negatively affect Texans’ quality of life and 
limit economic opportunities for people and the state 
overall. 

According to a 2016 Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas report, 
this problem disproportionately affects rural communities, 
communities of color and low-income families. Since that 
report’s publication, the COVID-19 pandemic has 
accelerated the adoption of technology for some but expanded the digital divide for others. 
The digital divide refers to the gap between those with broadband access and those 
without, whether caused by a lack of infrastructure, digital literacy, affordable service or 
access to devices. 

In an effort to close this divide, the 87th Texas Legislature created the Broadband 
Development Office (BDO) at the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts. The BDO is 
charged with broadband expansion, which includes establishing an official statewide plan 
for expanding access. The Legislature appropriated $5 million to the Comptroller to 
administer the program. Additionally, the American Rescue Plan Act enacted by the federal 
government has allocated $500.5 million to Texas for broadband expansion, while the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act will allocate at least $100 million. 

These combined state and federal dollars comprise a valuable resource, and our office is 
committed to using these funds as efficiently and effectively as possible. In March 2022, we 
launched the Texas Broadband Listening Tour, conducting regional town halls in 12 Texas 
communities so we could hear directly from Texans about their experiences with 
broadband. These stories, some of which appear in this report, are powerful and moving. 
Additionally, we issued an open invitation to all Texans to participate in a public broadband 
survey — available online, in print and via telephone in both English and Spanish. At the 
time of publication, more than 16,000 Texans have used our survey to share their 
broadband experiences. 

Sentiment has been consistent: slow data speeds, unreliable access, affordability and 
coordination are critical areas of concern for Texas families, businesses, educators and 

  

 
  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA2MTUuNTk0NDgwNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vY29tcHRyb2xsZXIudGV4YXMuZ292In0.YrnvshYqdyOIGWsB3taotIH5ksgwtkE6boQyB2AmAdo/s/1367056616/br/133000549645-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA2MTUuNTk0NDgwNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbXB0cm9sbGVyLnRleGFzLmdvdi9wcm9ncmFtcy9icm9hZGJhbmQvcGxhbi5waHAifQ.3v6HGgWvPx2rFfItpsTMDSBeCViYgodVFIlJttKaRm8/s/1367056616/br/133000549645-l


farmers. An important, recurring theme has been the reminder that though high-speed 
internet may once have been a luxury, it is now a necessity. Texans need reliable, high-
speed connectivity for public health, safety, education and modern agriculture. 

We compiled lessons learned from the Texas Broadband Listening Tour, survey responses, 
analysis of results and staff recommendations to create this initial Texas Broadband Plan. 
We hope you find this plan useful, insightful and sound, as a road map for improvement. 
This is a monumental task, and we must work together to accomplish it. Expanding 
broadband access will require collaboration and partnerships between local governments 
and private entities, across counties and among residents. 

We invite you to learn more about the BDO and our mission to connect Texas at 
BroadbandForTexas.com. 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Glenn Hegar 
Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts 
 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA2MTUuNTk0NDgwNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbXB0cm9sbGVyLnRleGFzLmdvdi9wcm9ncmFtcy9icm9hZGJhbmQvcGxhbi5waHAifQ.6t8A__vJ1oTOotIeEDiuJLdicji6aV3tkkca7SL9NkE/s/1367056616/br/133000549645-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA2MTUuNTk0NDgwNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Jyb2FkYmFuZGZvcnRleGFzLmNvbS8ifQ.4ImCPWh-thOw9elHsbk9Qk88W7Kj9UkmOIRWIpzdupM/s/1367056616/br/133000549645-l
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Big City Mayors Request Special Session on Gun Reform 
 
The Big City Mayors, a bipartisan group of Texas’ major cities, issued a statement on Tuesday 
calling for state leadership to take immediate action to prevent mass shootings in Texas. The 
mayors of Amarillo, Arlington, Austin, Corpus Christi, Dallas, El Paso, Fort Worth, Grand Prairie, 
Houston, Laredo, Plano, San Antonio, and Sugar Land signed a letter asking Governor Abbott to 
call a special session centered on gun reform. The mayors specifically request action on the 
following items: 
 

• Require universal background checks for gun purchases; 
• Increase the age to purchase assault weapons in Texas to 21; 
• Pass Red Flag laws to identify threats before shootings; 
• Significant increase in mental health support funding; and 
• Train and properly resource school safety officers 

 
The full letter can be found here.  
 
 

https://texasbcm.substack.com/p/state-must-act-now-to-prevent-next
https://texasbcm.substack.com/p/state-must-act-now-to-prevent-next


2 
 

Comment Period for Proposed Civil Rules of Procedure for 
Municipal Courts 

 
The Supreme Court of Texas tasked the Texas Municipal Courts Education Center (TMCEC) and 
several city attorneys and municipal judges to participate in a workgroup to propose civil rules for 
application in municipal courts. The workgroup has created a survey to solicit feedback for the 
proposed rules prior to their submission to the Supreme Court Advisory Committee.  
 
Click here to access a draft of the proposed rules and here to access the survey to provide 
comments. The comment period will close on July 21, 2022. If the survey does not provide 
adequate space for your comments, please email further comments to civil-rules@tmcec.com. 
 
 
Texas Supreme Court Issues 52nd and 53rd Emergency Order of 

the COVID-19 Pandemic 
 
The Texas Supreme Court issued its 52nd and 53rd Emergency Orders renewing previous orders 
issued by the Court. The 52nd Emergency Order continues to allow remote participation in court 
proceedings with limitations. The Order is set to be effective July 1 and expires September 1 unless 
extended by the Chief Justice.  
 
The 53rd Emergency Order renewed its 50th Emergency Order which pertains to the Texas Eviction 
Diversion Program. The Order, among other things, continues the closure of the program to new 
applicants. 
 
 

Resolutions for 2022 Annual Conference 
 
Resolutions for consideration at the Annual Conference are due no later than 5:00 p.m. on August 
22, 2022. The TML Constitution provides that resolutions must be submitted by any member city, 
TML region, or TML affiliate to the TML headquarters 45 calendar days prior to the first day of 
the Annual Conference.  
 
The League’s advocacy efforts are based on a legislative program that is developed by member 
city officials in two ways.  
 
First, a member city, TML region, or TML affiliate may submit a resolution for consideration at 
the business meeting of each year’s Annual Conference. Each city is asked to provide one delegate 
to serve as its liaison at the meeting. The representatives will be briefed on the content of the 
resolutions and given a chance to discuss and vote on whether they merit inclusion in the legislative 
program. The resolutions form the basis of a fixed legislative program, under which – each session 
– modifications to the program will be made only if needed.  
 

https://www.tmcec.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Proposed-Civil-Rules-Distribution-Draft-for-Comments.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdIpwNk0bgvlLHEEqiwp4dDvdF-1uM68RqQJx0M7mSM-ejHXQ/viewform
mailto:civil-rules@tmcec.com
https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1454448/229048.pdf
https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1454447/229049.pdf
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Second, member city officials can participate in the League’s Municipal Policy Summit during the 
summer of 2022. The report of the Summit takes the form of a resolution that is submitted to the 
Annual Conference in interim years. The summit participants will be appointed by the TML 
President based on volunteers and others chosen to balance the demographics of the TML 
membership at large.  
 
Details on the submission process can be found here. 
 
 

House and Senate Committee Interim Hearings 
 
The Texas House and Senate Committees are underway studying interim charges outlined by 
Speaker Phelan and Lt. Governor Dan Patrick.  
 
Below is a full list of committee hearings set to hear certain city-related charges. All hearings will 
be held at the Texas Capitol unless otherwise indicated. If a committee has newly posted notice 
and was not included in last week’s edition of the Legislative Update, it is indicated as such.  
 
Senate Health and Human Services Committee 
 
The committee will meet on June 27 at 10:00 a.m. to hear invited and public testimony on the 
following interim charge: 
 

Public Health Data: Review the processes for public health data collection and 
coordination by local and state entities as well as regional trauma centers. Identify any 
continuing barriers to the real-time dissemination of data concerning health care facility 
capacity – inducing data that can expedite timely care – and morbidity rates, as well as 
other information that can assist in public policy decisions.  

 
Information on the hearing, including how to register and testify at the committee hearing, can be 
found here.  
 
Senate Business and Commerce Committee 
 
The committee will meet on Wednesday, June 29 at 9:00 a.m. to hear invited and public testimony 
on the following interim charges: 
 

Broadband and Telecommunications: Study broadband and other telecommunications 
related issues impacted Texans including: 
 

• Monitoring the implementation of House Bill 5 and House Bill 1505, 87th 
Legislature; discuss anticipated federal infrastructure funding dedicated to 
broadband initiatives; 

• Reviewing the Texas Universal Service Fund and reporting what, if any, changes 
should be made through a review of both the fund’s contributions and 

https://www.tml.org/DocumentCenter/View/3195/2022-Memo-to-Cities
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/schedules/pdf/C6102022062710001.PDF
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=87R&Bill=HB5
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=87R&Bill=HB1505
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disbursements, as well as the impact of technology on the long-term stability of the 
Texas Universal Service Fund; and 

• Monitoring the implementation of House Bill 2911, 87th Legislature, relating to 
next generation 9-1-1 service fund and the establishment of a next generation 9-1-
1- service fund.  
 

Electricity: Study issues impacting the Texas electric grid, including weather preparedness 
and the natural gas supply chain. Evaluate potential benefits of real-time transparency of 
the intrastate gas market with respect to the functions of ERCOT and the Texas Energy 
Reliability Council. 

 
Information on the hearing, including how to register and testify at the committee hearing, can be 
found here.  
 
Senate Finance Committee 
 
The committee will meet on Monday, July 11 at 10:00 a.m. to hear invited and public testimony 
on the following interim charges: 
 

Federal Funds: Report on the state use of federal COVID-19 relief funds provided under 
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act, Coronavirus Response and Relief 
Supplemental Appropriations Act, the American Rescue Plan Act, Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Acts, and similar federal legislation. Examine local use of federal 
relief funding, including funding provided to school districts through the Elementary and 
Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) Fund. Evaluate the overall fiscal impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic on state agencies, including costs incurred due to federal 
mandates. Identify barriers to the effective utilization of funds and make recommendations 
on the expenditure of unappropriated funds. In addition, evaluate and report on the 
spending by state agencies that have been utilizing "one-time" federal funding (temporary 
enhancements, e.g. FMAP and ESSER) sources, where federal funding will likely be 
significantly reduced in future biennia.  
 

Information on the hearing, including how to register and testify at the committee hearing, can be 
found here.  
 
 
 

TML member cities may use the material herein for any purpose. No other 
person or entity may reproduce, duplicate, or distribute any part of this 
document without the written authorization of the Texas Municipal League. 

https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=87R&Bill=HB2911
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/schedules/pdf/C5102022062909001.PDF
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/schedules/pdf/C5402022071110001.PDF
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